
July 1, 2019 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
I am heading to Ensenada, Mexico on Sat., July 27th for a one week short term mission 
trip.  I will return Sat., August 3rd.  I am going with my church (Valley Community 
Church) and there are 30 people on our team.  I am excited to be going back to serve 
the people there. 
  
Our team will be working with Dennis and Debbie Hollenbeck of Real Life Ministries 
(http://www.ltpalmas.org) in Ensenada, Mexico, which is an Evangelical Christian 
Mission dedicated to spreading the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and equipping 
young people and adults for missionary responsibility and leadership in local churches. 
 
Our involvement in Ensenada will consist of building a sound home for a family in need 
and helping run a Vacation Bible School in the afternoons. The homes are built in two 
12'x24' sections about a year apart, and at completion of the total project the family will 
be blessed with a 24'x24' home.  It will have two bedrooms, a bathroom, and a 12'x24' 
area for a small kitchen and living room.  In the four days of building we will complete a 
12'x24' half of the home in which the family will live until the second half of the home is 
built.  We won't know until we arrive if we are building the first or second half of the 
home or for whom we will be building. 
 
The family for whom we will be building this home must purchase the land and have it 
prepared for building.  The construction of the home is on a concrete slab with metal 
studs and drywall, and has a stucco exterior.   
 
Construction will be done in the morning to early afternoon, and then we will go to a 
neighborhood or church to help with a Vacation Bible School on three afternoons.  Our 
team will design the craft for us to do with the children each day.  A person from Real 
Life Ministries who is fluent in Spanish will teach the lessons. 
 
This year we also get to work on a project, yet to be determined, at Casa Esperanza, a 
home for battered women and children.  I believe we will be doing some work on the 
school that was in the process of being built last year.   
 
In addition, we will be working with Pablo and Martha Garcia with Link International 
Ministries (www.linkintl.org) which proclaims the Gospel in three ways:  relationship 
building and evangelism, discipleship, and outreach.  Our project with them is to build a 
stairway from their church’s lower parking lot up to their church.  It is a project they have 
wanted to do since the church was built 13-14 years ago.  We will also finish painting 
the exterior on the back side of Casa de Pan.  Casa de Pan is a kitchen their church, La 
Gran Comisión, runs that feeds needy children in the area around the church.  We also 
get to do some home visitations to pray with and distribute food to needy families, as 
well as some evangelism in the neighborhood. 
 

Sample Letter 

http://www.linkintl.org/


While in Ensenada we will also do a bit of sight seeing which will be fun.  Mexico is 
beautiful!    
 
The cost for me to go on this mission trip is $400.  If you would like to make a tax-
deductible donation to support me financially, please make out a check to VALLEY 
COMMUNITY CHURCH.  Do NOT put my name on the check anywhere.  Mail your 
check to me at (put your address here).  I will take the check to the church office to 
make sure it is credited toward my account.  Thank you for partnering with me 
financially. 
 
I would greatly appreciate your prayers for our trip.  Please pray for: 

• safety,  
• health, 
• our family members who are staying at home,   
• Vacation Bible School will be beneficial for the children, 
• children will trust Jesus as their Savior, and   
• the home will be a blessing for the family. 

Thank you in advance for your participation with us through your prayers.  They are 
crucial for the success of the mission!  I will let you know how it went when I return. 
  
Dios le Bendiga, (God bless you,) 
(Put your name here) 
 

This 

paragraph 

is optional. 


