


This Easter, we will follow John as he follows Jesus, paying close attention to his 
slow transformation from youthful hot head to mature love. Jesus had a nickname 
for James and his little brother John: “the Sons of Thunder,” which definitely sounds 
like an 80’s hair band but was probably a reference to their zeal. Zeal is a virtue to 
be sure, but there is a reason that Jonathan Edwards once wrote, “There is nothing 
that belongs to Christian experience that is more liable to a corrupt mixture than 
zeal.” To give a rather extreme juxtaposition, both Martin Luther King, Jr. and Osama 
bin Laden had zeal!

Ultimately, John was not remembered primarily for his zeal. As his zeal was purified 
by apprenticeship to Jesus, John would go on to become known as the ‘apostle of 
love.’ Whether we are naturally fiery types like John or not, we are all to be known 
by our love (John 13:35). As pastors of this church, it is our hearts’ desire that the VCC 
family would be known by love. ‘Meditating on Jesus’ in the gospels is a crucial way 
that God’s love comes to dwell in us and, in turn, flows out of us to our neighbors.

THROUGH 
JOHN’S EYES



DAY 1 / MARK 10:35-45
“YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT YOU ARE ASKING”

/ LUKE 9:46-56
“THE ONE WHO IS NOT AGAINST YOU IS FOR YOU”

/ JOHN 13:1-17
“BLESSED ARE YOU IF YOU DO THEM”

/ JOHN 13:21-30
“ONE OF YOU WILL BETRAY ME”

/ JOHN 15:1-17
“A NEW COMMANDMENT”

/ JOHN 18:12-27
“AREN’T YOU ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES?”

/ JOHN 19:16-30
“BEHOLD, YOUR MOTHER!”

/ JOHN 20:1-10
“THE RACE TO THE TOMB”

/ JOHN 21:1-14
“IT IS THE LORD!”

/ 1 JOHN 4:7-21
“PERFECT LOVE”

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 7

DAY 8

DAY 9

DAY 10



Use this guide to stimulate your time with God, but do not let it constrain 
you! You will likely find it helpful to journal as you reflect upon Scripture or 
shortly afterwards. Writing down some of your thoughts slows you down 
and helps you process in a different way. Try to enter into a conversation 
with Jesus that is stimulated by the gospel account, or perhaps spend 
the last ten minutes of your time simply ‘sitting with Jesus’ in silence and 
enjoying God’s presence.

DESIGN OF 
THE GUIDE

This book contains ten devotionals to be experienced over a two week 
period. This way you don’t have to feel like you are behind if you miss a 
day! We strongly encourage you to plan out what time you will do this 
each day (about twenty minutes). Each Scripture has a short introduction 
to set the stage for your reading as well as questions to stimulate further 
reflection. The focus for you, however, should be your own reading and 
reflection upon the passage.



“Sanctify them 
in the truth; your 
word is truth. As 
you sent me into 
the world, so I 
have sent them 
into the world.”
John 17:17-18

The goal of praying Scripture like this is not to simply read for information, 
but to be shaped by Scripture through God’s Spirit which is already at work 
in you.

We suggest using the following 
steps for praying over Scripture from 
Chris Webb (The Fire of the Word):

 a Imagine the scene as clearly and 
vividly as you can; involve all your 
senses, e.g. sounds, touch

 a Allow yourself to be drawn into 
the scene; first place yourself 
in the shoes of John; then you 
might also put yourself in the role 
of another character 

 a Allow the events of the narrative 
to run through your mind, and 
pay attention to the details of 
what people say and do

 a Pay attention to your reactions. 
What feelings are stirred up as 
you experience this Gospel story? 
How do you want to respond to 
Jesus’ questions and challenges?

PRAY THE 
SCRIPTURE



DAY 1 / 
“YOU DO NOT KNOW 
WHAT YOU ARE ASKING”
Talk about a bold move! John and 
James tell Jesus what they want him 
to do for them—“Put us in the highest 
positions in your kingdom! You can be 
at the top, and we’ll be your left and 
right hands.” These brothers certainly 
aren’t shy about their ambition. Their 
bravado charges ahead when Jesus 
asks if they can undergo what he will 
undergo—“Sure thing! Bring it on!”  

One can only imagine the look on 
Jesus’ face. Instead of thumping these 
‘sons of thunder’ on their swollen 
heads for their bluster and swagger, 
Jesus lovingly takes the opportunity 
to teach them of his right-side up 
Kingdom. The baptism he speaks 
of won’t be refreshing water or 

soothing anointing oil—it will be fire. 
His exaltation will be his execution. 
At his left and right hand will be two 
other rough crosses with writhing 
criminals—positions of shame, not 
thrones of honor. They don’t know 
what they ask for because their optics 
are upside down.

Jesus was helping John and James 
to see that his way is not the way of 
power grabbing and coercion, but of 
love and leading through serving. His 
way was victory through vulnerability, 
triumph through sacrifice. John and 
James needed a new way to see the 
world—to see that the way up was not 
up, but down.
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 a Put yourself in the 
shoes of John and 
James. Do you identify 
with them and their 
audacious ask?

 a Put yourself in Jesus’ 
shoes. How might you 
have responded to their 
audacious ask?

 a Looking back, have 
you ever asked God for 
something of which you 
didn’t understand the 
implications of and now 
see differently?

READ MARK 10:35-45.

 a What does Jesus 
mean that they will 
drink the cup and 
undergo the baptism 
as well?  (v39)

 a What is the difference 
between a godly ambition 
and a selfish ambition? 

 a Why do you think 
Jesus answered 
their request the 
way he did? Why 
the talk of baptism 
rather than clearly 
speak of the cross?



DAY 2 / 
“THE ONE WHO IS NOT 
AGAINST YOU IS FOR YOU”
Jesus has just finished telling his 
twelve apprentices for the second 
time where all of this is going: death 
(9:43-45). However, the disciples 
are too busy marveling at all of the 
miracles occurring in front of their 
very eyes to understand or even care. 
In fact, this morbid new topic freaks 
them out a bit. So instead of paying 
attention to the teacher, the class 
begins fooling around with their 
favorite game: arguing about which 
of them is the awesome-est. Opting 
for shock value, Jesus places a snot-
nosed toddler in their midst and 
effectively says: in my Kingdom, the 

greatest one is the person caring for 
the kids behind the scenes!

John is clearly not picking up what 
Jesus is laying down. Trying to score 
some points, he pipes up and points 
out how they tried to stop someone 
from doing Kingdom work because 
they did not belong to their little 
group. Next, John and his brother 
James are incensed that their über-
important message has fallen on deaf 
ears in Samaria. John has seen this 
movie before, and hopes he will get 
to pull an Elijah and call in air support. 
Jesus is not impressed.

8



 a What subjects cause you 
to become animated 
(i.e. zealous)? Is that 
significant?

 a In Matthew, Jesus says the 
opposite: “Whoever is not 
with me is against me.” 
Why did he say it this way 
to John? a How do you tend to 

assert your greatness 
over others? Talking 
over them? Slipping 
in a mention of 
something you did? 

 a Have you wished death 
upon someone or a 
group of people? Are 
you willing to talk to God 
about that anger?

 a Who is someone 
you could thank 
today for doing great 
(according to Jesus) 
work?

READ LUKE 9:46-56.



DAY 3 / 
“BLESSED ARE YOU IF 
YOU DO THEM”
We arrive now at Jesus’ final meal 
with his twelve apprentices, where he 
takes them through one of their final 
‘courses’ in following him, showing 
them (and us) how we should live. 
John shows us the significance of 
what Jesus does by telling us what 
Jesus knows: that his end is near and 
one of them will betray him.

Knowing both of these things, Jesus 
does something astonishing. He 
begins to wash the feet of His disciples. 
They were baffled, questioning why 
Jesus would be doing this. Jesus’ 
reply; “If I do not wash you, you have 

no share with me.” He was showing 
that he must cleanse them.

John continues his account with Jesus 
asking if they all understand what is 
happening. “You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If 
I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have 
given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you.” 
This is Jesus’ example. He throws 
down the gauntlet for how we must 
live and treat others.
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 a What is the significance of 
Jesus physically washing the 
feet of the disciples, not just 
telling them they should 
serve others?

 a What thoughts would 
have gone through 
your head had you 
experienced this kind 
of act from Christ?

 a What is the biggest 
obstacle that keeps 
you from serving in 
the way Jesus shows 
us?

 a How has Jesus washed 
you to “share with Him”?

READ JOHN 13:1-17.



In John’s account of Jesus sharing the 
Passover Feast with his disciples, rather 
than including Jesus’ inauguration of 
“The Lord’s Supper,” John begins by 
focusing on the upcoming betrayal by 
Judas and the denial by Peter. John 
probably sensed most deeply Jesus’ 
emotions during this scene, for he was 
“the disciple Jesus loved,” indicating 
his special bond with Jesus. John 
reveals to us that Jesus was deeply 
troubled when he announced that he 
would be betrayed.

The focus in today’s passage is on 
Judas as the betrayer. Matthew and 
Mark’s account of this scene tells us 
that before Jesus shared the Last 
Supper with his disciples, he first gave 
the bread to Judas that identified 

Judas as the traitor, and then asked 
him to leave quickly. The bread Jesus 
gave Judas signified judgment for 
Judas, in contrast to the bread Jesus 
later gave his faithful followers that 
signified life for them through his 
sacrifice.

Notice that Jesus’ way of identifying 
his betrayer is prompted by John’s 
question: “Who is it?” As was so common 
with Jesus, his way of responding left 
everyone perplexed. Perhaps Jesus 
wanted Judas to understand that 
he knew the evil intention of Judas’ 
heart, while still leaving the others 
in the dark. The scene painted by 
John portrays an ‘eyeball to eyeball’ 
encounter between Jesus and Judas 
in the midst of a crowd.
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DAY 4 / 
“ONE OF YOU                  
WILL BETRAY ME”



READ JOHN 13:21-30.

 a If you had been one of the 
disciples sitting around 
that table, would you have 
noticed that Jesus was 
deeply troubled? If you 
had noticed, how do you 
hope that you would have 
responded?

 a Why didn’t Jesus 
develop a plan to stop 
Judas’ betrayal and 
still be delivered over 
to the authorities?

 a When have you felt 
perplexed by Jesus?  
By his words, or by the 
ways in which he acts 
(or doesn’t act) in your 
life? 

 a How do you think John felt 
about Peter using him to 
“get the inside scoop” from 
Jesus? How do you respond 
to feeling “used” by others?

 a Why do you think 
Jesus answered 
John’s question 
in a way that left 
the disciples so 
perplexed?

 a If you had been one of the 
disciples other than John, 
how would you have felt 
about John’s special bond 
with Jesus?  How do you 
think Jesus wants you to 
respond when you feel 
excluded from some “inner 
circle”?



DAY 5 /
“A NEW COMMANDMENT”
God’s love is the air that Jesus breathes, 
and he is eager for his disciples to 
share in this way of life. As Jesus gives 
his commandment for his disciples 
to love one another, he is speaking 
from his own experience of God’s love 
in his life, an experience he is inviting 
his disciples (and us) to participate in. 
Jesus had experienced firsthand the 
joy that comes from participating in 
the love of God; the joy that comes 
from caring for the poor, healing 
the sick, protecting the oppressed, 
feeding the hungry, proclaiming the 
gospel, showing forgiveness, and 

washing feet. Jesus experienced 
the joy of being fully loved by God, 
delighted in by God, and affirmed by 
God. Jesus was immersed in God’s 
love; it was energizing and animating 
every aspect of Jesus’ life. It is this 
joyous love that Jesus is inviting us to 
experience with God as we love one 
another. For Jesus, abiding in God’s 
love and loving one another are two 
sides of the same coin; you cannot 
have one without the other. God’s love 
is not a theoretical, abstract concept. 
For Jesus, God’s love is a way of life.
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READ JOHN 15:1-17.

 a When in your life have you 
most deeply experienced 
the love God has for you?

 a What makes it difficult 
for you to experience 
God’s love?

 a How does your love 
for others affect your 
experience of God’s love 
for you?

 a Who can you show 
love to today?

 a What fears or 
hesitations come to 
mind when you think 
about God’s love for 
you?



An innocent man is arrested. Why? 
According to Israel’s High Priest 
Caiaphas (the man responsible for 
embodying the holiness and justice of 
Israel’s God…), Jesus must die because 
it would be “expedient” (18:14). How 
little the world has changed! As 
tragic as this abuse of power is, it is 
the personal betrayal of Jesus’ closest 
disciple, Peter, which truly rends the 
heart.

John, who is somehow known to the 

High Priest, is the “other disciple” in 
the story who gets privileged access to 
Jesus’ trial and Peter’s denial. Though 
perhaps for Jesus’ interrogators, this 
is just another day on the job, John’s 
world is falling apart around him. His 
so-called Messiah is facing execution, 
a small slave girl is intimidating the 
next-in-line leader (Peter), and John’s 
brother and friends are nowhere to 
be found. Take time to enter into this 
charged, harrowing scene through 
John’s eyes.
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DAY 6 / 
“AREN’T YOU                 
ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES?”



 a What emotions arise in you 
as you experience this scene 
with John?

 a What do you think 
motivated Peter 
and John to keep 
following when 
the others’ fled?

 a Can you identify with 
Peter’s fear? What 
is ‘underneath’ that 
fear?

 a What might the 
significance be of some 
of the minor details, e.g. 
the charcoal fire, the 
identity of those who 
question Peter, etc.?

READ JOHN 18:12-27.

 a Jesus has no secrets 
(18:20). Which secrets 
do you a and what 
would it be like to 
live without them?

 a Can you identify 
with Jesus in this 
story? With his 
interrogators?



John had a unique perspective for 
these words as he stood at the foot of 
the cross with four women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus. They stood 
close enough to hear Jesus words as 
he gasped for air. Given the difficulty 
of breathing, much less speaking, 
whatever Jesus said from the cross 
must be highly important. John and 
Mary heard in those last words a very 
personal concern and request in the 
middle of Jesus deep suffering and 
their great sorrow and anguish.   

The saying, addressed to John and to 
Jesus mother, was the third of seven 
sayings from the cross.  It is revealing 
that in the first three sayings from 
the cross Jesus is thinking of the 
well-being of others—that the Father 
would forgive his crucifiers, that a thief 
would join him in Paradise, and that 
his mother would be cared for. Our 
challenge is to understand why such 
a simple, practical saying would be 
included in Jesus’ last words, and what 
can we learn from it as his apprentices.
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DAY 7 /
“BEHOLD, YOUR MOTHER!”



READ JOHN 19:16-30.

 a Does this saying seem out 
of place alongside sayings 
like “my God, my God, why 
have you forgotten me” and 
“It is finished?” Why would 
this seeming mundane 
request be included as a 
saying from the cross?

 a Consider how a zealous 
young man like John 
might feel about being 
given the task of caring 
for Jesus’ mother.

 a How does this provide 
insight into understanding 
the significance of Jesus’ 
words to John and his 
mother?

 a How is this passage an 
encouragement to us 
in light of Jesus words 
in Luke 8:19-21?

 a What would Jesus be 
thinking and feeling in 
light of these events?



All is already lost. Now insult is added 
to injury. Jesus’ faithful follower, Mary 
Magdalene, comes to the tomb to 
mourn and finds it empty! She bolts 
and finds two dejected members of 
Jesus’ inner circle, Peter and John, and 
announces the bad news: Jesus’ body 
has been stolen! The two firebrands 
spring into action, racing down the 
dusty trails of Jerusalem in the cool 
morning air. 

 John, being younger, arrives first (a fact 
he makes sure to mention—he may 

not be the greatest, but apparently he 
is the fastest!). He waits for Peter who, 
huffing and puffing, enters boldly into 
the tomb. John follows and together 
the two men survey a baffling scene. 
Jesus’ body is gone…but not the costly 
linens and spices? What kind of grave 
robber is this?

Soon, they will understand. Soon, they 
will turn the world on its head. But 
today, they scratch their heads and 
walk home.
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DAY 8 / 
“THE RACE TO THE TOMB”



 a Imagine John’s 
feelings at each 
specific point in 
the story: hearing, 
running, arriving, 
entering, surveying, 
and leaving.

 a John identifies himself as 
“the one whom Jesus loved.” 
What is stopping you from 
identifying yourself in that 
way?

 a What do you 
suppose stopped 
them from 
understanding 
(v. 9)? Can you 
relate?

READ JOHN 20:1-10.

 a If you have time, 
read through John 
20:18, this time 
‘through Mary’s eyes.’



DAY 9 /
“IT IS THE LORD!”
The disciples have had quite the week: 
they’ve witnessed the horror of the 
cross, marvelled at the mystery of the 
empty tomb, and celebrated upon 
seeing their risen Lord standing in 
their midst. However, apart from these 
jarring experiences, the disciples’ lives 
seem to have somewhat returned 
to ‘normal.’ In fact, they even return 
to the most familiar act they know: 
fishing. Little do they know that even 
such a rote, familiar activity is about to 
be invaded by Jesus and transformed.  

You can picture the scene: the 
disciples are in the boat, frustrated 
that they can’t catch anything, when 
a mysterious figure appears on the 

shore and tells them to try a different 
technique. They do, and chaos erupts: 
the disciples struggle with the nearly 
bursting nets as John leans over to 
Peter and gasps “It is the Lord!” Peter, 
of course, just leaps into the sea like 
an Olympic swimmer.  

When they reach the shore, they 
encounter a scene both familiar and 
strange: Jesus has prepared to share 
a meal with them. The sun is rising, 
a new day is at hand, and their risen 
Lord has made them breakfast. As 
the disciples quietly eat with Jesus, 
perhaps they wonder anew: “What 
kind of King is this?” 
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READ JOHN 21:1-14.

 a Jesus had a choice in how 
he revealed himself to the 
disciples for a third time 
after the resurrection. 
Why do you think Jesus 
intentionally chose this way? 

 a Imagine the moment 
when John realizes 
that the man on the 
shore is Jesus.  How 
would you react?  

 a What fears or thoughts of 
shame would stop you from 
running (or swimming) to 
Jesus?

 a Imagine you were 
present at this “first 
breakfast.”  What 
would you say? 
Would you even 
speak? 

 a What feelings does 
the thought of sharing 
breakfast with Jesus 
on the shore evoke in 
you?  



Imagine John now as an old man. 
Decades have passed since he shared 
breakfast on the beach in Galilee with 
his risen Rabbi. Tradition tells us that 
John served as the bishop of Ephesus 
where he cared for Jesus’ mother, 
and that he was the only apprentice 
of Jesus to live to a ripe old age. As 
you read this majestic passage from 
John’s letter, imagine that he is 
writing directly to you.

John is a man who began his journey 
with Jesus expecting to deal death to 

unbelievers. Instead, his big brother 
and all of his best friends have all died, 
one by one, to bring the love of Jesus 
to people of every tribe and tongue. 
John wants you to experience this 
free, transformative love that casts 
out all fear of death, judgment, and 
meaninglessness. Think back on your 
journey through John’s eyes. Could 
our Heavenly Father have gone to 
greater lengths to show you his love?

Will you surrender to Love?  
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DAY 10 / 
“PERFECT LOVE”



 a What is the difference 
between saying ‘God 
is loving’ and ‘God is 
love’?

 a Can we still detect John’s 
“zeal” in this passage?

 a What do you most 
fear? Don’t judge 
your answer. How 
might ‘perfect love’ 
be the answer to 
that fear?

READ 1 JOHN 4:7-21.

 a John’s transformation 
took place over a long 
period of time. What 
would it look like for 
you to be more patient 
with yourself?

 a Which person or 
people group do 
you most struggle 
to love? Would you 
pray genuinely for 
their well-being 
right now?
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